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Step 1. Identifying Situational Factors

Anin4a S¢ n eS  nn a0 rSe S pSze  fe
situationicarefully.[Reviewlinformationlaboutlthelteachingl
andllearninglsituationland,linlsomelcases,lgather]
additionallinformation.[Situationallfactorslprovidelthel
backdroplagainstiwhichlimportantlidecisionslabout(thel
courselwilllbelmade.

Therelarelalnumberlofipotentiallylimportantisituationall
factorsithatlaffectitheldesignlofithelcourse,lincluding:

1. Specifc context of the teaching/learning situation.
How
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Forward-Looking Assessmentlincorporateslexercises,
questions,land/orlproblemslthaticreatelalreal-lifelcontext!
forlalgivenlissue,lproblem,lorldecision.lTolconstructithisl
kindloflquestionlorlproblem,lthelteacherlhasltol“look
forward,”Ibeyonditheltimelwhenithelcourselislover,land]
ask:“Inlwhatlkindloflsituationldolllexpectistudentsltol
need,lorlbelableltoluse, thislknowledge?”IAnsweringlthisl
questionimakeslitleasieritolcreatelalquestionloriprobleml
thatlreplicateslalreal-lifelcontext.0Thelproblemishould!
belrelativelylopen-ended,notltotallylpre-structured.If]
necessary, certainflassumptionsloriconstraintsicanibelgiven.

Anlexamplelfromlalcourseliniworldigeographyliniwhichlthe
studentslhavelstudiedlalunition’SoutheastlAsialillustrates!
theldifferencelbetweenlalbackward-landlalforward-looking
assessment.Albackward-lookinglassessmentiwouldlask
studentslaboutldifferenceslinithelpopulationlandlresourcesl
ofithelcountrieslofithatiregion.lInlalforward-looking!
assessment, studentsimightlbelaskedltolimaginelthatlitheyl
arelworkinglforlalcompanylthatiwants(tolestablishlitselfl
inlthelregion;lthelcompanylseeksladvicelonlwhichlcountryl
haslthelnecessarylpoliticallstability,lpurchasinglpower,l
prospectsiforieconomicigrowth,letc.ISuchlalquestionl
requiresithatlstudentsluselwhatltheylhavellearned.

Itlislimportantltolexplainiclearlylthelcriteria and standards
thatiwilllbelusedtolassesslstudentlwork.[Teachersineedlto
determinellandisharelwithistudents:[“Whatlarelthelgeneral
traitslorlcharacteristicsloflhighlqualitylworklinlthislarea?”
Theselarelthelcriterialforlevaluation.lOnleachlcriterion,
standardsImustibelestablishedltoldefnelworklthatlis
acceptable,lgood,lorlexceptional.

Itlislalsolimportantiforiteachersltolcreatelopportunitiesifor
S4 en$ pen ae nself-assessment.lLaterlinllife,lstudents
willlneedltolassessitheirlownlperformance;theylshouldlstart]
learninglhowtoldolthatiwhilelinithelcourse.lInitially,lthesel
may’beldonelinigroups;lafterisomelpractice,ltheylshouldlbel
donelindividually.lInithelprocess,Istudentsineeditoldiscussl
andldeveloplappropriatelcriterialforievaluatingltheirlownlwork.

Aslthelstudentsiseekltollearnlhowltolperformiwell,lteachers
needltolprovidelfeedbackithatlhasl“FIDeLity”Icharacteristics:

<] Frequent:IGivelfeedbacklasIfrequentlylasipossible;lat

1 leastiweekly,lifinotidaily.

<[l Immediate:[Getlfeedbacktolstudentslasisoonlaslpossible.
<[ Discriminating:IMakelclearlwhat theldifferencelis

1 betweenlpoor,lacceptable,landlexceptionallwork.
<[[Loving:IBelempathiclandisensitivelwhenldeliveringlfeedback.

ProcesseslforlincorporatinglthelfourlfeaturesloflEducative
Assessmentlareldescribedlbelow:

1.0Forward-Looking Assessment.IFormulateloneloritwoll [
1 ideaslbylidentifyinglonelorimorelsituationsliniwhichll [
1 studentslarellikelyltoluselwhatltheylhavellearned.l

1 Thenlreplicatelthoselsituationsiwithiquestions, 0
1 problems,lorlissues.
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2.[Criteria and Standards.IForloneloflyourimainllearning(l

1 goals,lidentifylatlleastitwolcriteria’thatldistinguishll [
eée jona @ heve enqro oor eror agpe. hen

1 writeltwolor threellevelslofistandardsiforleachicriterion.l

3.[Self-Assessment. reag 0 or4n-eS orS4 enf
fen ae nSe -aSSeSS eny0” yer eror ape.

4.1“FIDeLity” Feedback.[Developlproceduresithatlallowl [

1 youltolgivelfeedbackithatlisIfrequent,limmediate,l

1 discriminatingl(basedlonlclearlcriterialandistandards),

1 andllovinglyl(empathically)ldelivered.

Step 4. Teaching/Learning Activities
Inithelpast,ithelhigherleducationlliteraturelfocusedlattentionl
onlthelinstructorlandithelwayslinlwhichithelsubjectimatterl
couldlbestlbelpresenteditolthelstudent.[Thelemphasisiwasl
onl“lectures”landl*“discussions”landlthelassumptioniwasl
thatllearninglconsistedloflalpassivelactivitylinlwhichllearnersl
re¢ @ye nor ajonan , easro a hor,-pye So geS.
AlthoughZfoundationallknowledge,lprinciples,landitheoriesl
arelessential,lresearchloverithelpastiseveralldecadeslhasl



Inlselectingllearninglactivities,ltwolgenerallprinciplesl insofarlaslpossible,ltheylshouldlrelylonldirect rafer tan
shouldlbelfollowed.First,Itheylshouldlincludelsomelfromi indirect learninglactivities.IThelfollowingltablelillustratesl
eachlofithelthreelcategoriesishownlinlFigurel4l(Informationl  thelvarietylofloptionslavailable.
andlldeas,Experience,landIRefectivelDialogue).lSecond,l
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In-Classl

A LS
0 0~
ass

A s

& qre & qre e qre & qre Exam

Reading Reading Reading Review

whatIfollowslit.[Thelplanifullylengageslistudentsithroughoutl
thelsequencelandieachldaylpresentsithemiwithlaldifferent!
modelofllearning.lItlalsolhaslalculminatinglactivitylthatlisl
muchIimorelengaginglithanlal“Didlya’lgetlit?”lexam.

Thelsecondlexamplel(Team Based Learning;IMichaelsen,
Knight,landlFink,[2002)lhaslalmuchImoreldifferentiatedlset!l
ofllearninglactivities.IFurthermoreleachlin-classlandlout-of-
classlactivitylisimeaningfullyZlinkedItolwhatlprecedesland!

Activities: R.A.P.* In-Class, In-Class, (Continue Culminating

1.[Individual Small Small a4grn as Application
854 Gro Gro on as Project

2.IGrouplTest A ¢ ajon A ¢ ajon [ desired)

In-Class 3.lAppeal A q,S A 85 Donelin
I Process (Simple) (Complex) ro S
4.[Corrective
I Instruction

(? 1 Reading Homework Homework Review

o -

ass

*R.A.P.Irefersltol
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